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PREFACE,

THREE years have passed since the appearance of the
First Series of *Peaks, Passes, and Glaciers.” Tts
publication was thought a bold experiment, inasmuch
as the writers were mountain climbers and not
experienced Authors. The success, however, was
complete. The work evidently appealed to feelings,
wide spread among the nation, and shared, even by
those who had never been actors in adventures such
as were narrated in the book. The favour with
which the First Series was received has encouraged
the members of the Alpine Club again to endea-
vour to interest a wide circle of readers. The taste
for these adventures is becoming more extended ;
the Club has doubled the number of its members
since the publication of their first volume, and the
increase in the number of new ascents, new passes,
and new adventures, involving a far wider range of
exploration, have rendered necessary a corresponding
increase in the number of the narratives. Thirty-
two, instead of seventeen, narratives, written by
twenty-three, instead of sixteen writers, is the result.
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The work begins with an account of an extensive
tour in Iceland, by Messrs. Holland and Shepherd,
in districts, a large portion of which has been
visited by no Englishman except Henderson (whose
journey took place fifty years ago), since whom no
stranger has traversed them, except some French
travellers, under M. Gaimard, about twenty-five years
ago. It is hoped that Mr. Holland’s narrative of this
expedition, will incite other members of the Club,
still further to explore the unknown districts, to
which the Vice-President last year directed atten-
tion, and that the blank in the map of Iceland may
speedily be filled up. It is remarkable, that all the
travellers who last year visited Iceland wish to
return there, and, indeed, before these pages meet
the eye of the public, Mr. Shepherd, accompanied
by two friends, will again be on his way to Iceland,
with the intention of making a much more ex-
tensive exploration of that interesting island.

These volumes contain no less than nine accounts
of ascents of mountains never before ascended,
and most of which were deemed inaccessible. The
Shreckhorn, an attempted ascent of which, by
Mr. Anderson, was recorded in the previous volume,
was scaled by Mr. Stephen; the Aletschhorn yielded
to Mr. Tuckett, after a persevering attempt, begun
under most unpromising circumstances ; and the Lys-
kamm was ascended by Mr. Hardy. accompanied by
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seven other mountaineers, in addition to the guides.
It seems'that this last ascent may now, under favour-
able circumstances, be considered one of the usual
first-class excursions from Zermatt, inasmuch as the
difficulty of the ascent is not excessive, the view
from the summit is scarcely inferior to that from
Monte Rosa, and the glacier scenery equals that
of any of the most formidable expeditions. The
Grivola, Mr. King's description of which excited
so much curiosity, was climbed by Mr. Ormsby ;
and its neighbour, the Grand Paradis, was ascended
by Mr. Cowell, who recommends it as the finest and
most feasible initiation into the glories of Alpine
altitudes that can be undertaken by the moun-
taineering tyro. The Nord End, the only pre-
viously unreached summit of the Monte Rosa chain,
has been ascended by Sir T. Fowell Buxton
and his brother. The Thierberg, near the Susten
Pass, a mountain of no great difficulty, but yet never
before ascended, was climbed by Mr. Forster, and
may be recommended as a mountain commanding
magnificent views of glacier scencry.

There now remain to be noticed, the ascents
of three mountains in districts not comprehended
within the usual range of Swiss tourists. These
are, Mont Pelvoux, in Dauphiné; Monte Viso, in
Sardinia; and the Bernina, in the Ober-Engadin.
No little perseverance and skill were required to
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surmount the difficulties of these mountains. Some
of the inconveniences experienced by Mr. Whymper,
in his ascent of the Pelvoux, may probably be
avoided by profiting by his experience ; but, until
Dauphiné has become a more constant resort of
tourists, the inconveniences arising from bad guides
and execrable inns, will render the exploration of its
mountains a matter of far greater difficulty than the
usual Swiss climbing. Monte Viso has long attracted
the admiration of visitors to Turin — it was felt that
it would command a magnificent view, but it was
deemed inaccessible — and Mr. Mathews’ account of
his successful ascent will therefore, it is believed,
be read with much interest. The Bernina had been
ascended by Herr Coaz, and by Herr Saratz, the
President of the Ober-Enga;din, but by no other
person, except his guides. The ascent of this
mountain by Mr. Hardy and myself, was therefore
considered in the district as an event of great moment,
and, as will be seen in the narrative, was celebrated
by the inhabitants in an appropriate manner. The
Matterhorn is now nearly the only remaining giant
in the great central mass of the Alps; who still re-
mains unconquered, and it is hoped that, this summer,
he too may yield.

Ten new passes are described in these volumes,
which will be found of much practical utility and
interest, in enabling mountaineers to explore many
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magnificent districts previously unknown, and to
pass from one to another over glorious scenery
hitherto unvisited.

The High-Level Glacier Route, wholly avoiding
the ordinary roads, either by Aosta, or Martigny,
and embracing seven of these new passes, connects
the two centres of attraction, Mont Blanc and Monte
Rosa.

The Col de Lys and the Col des Jumeaux afford
new routes from the Zermatt district to the Italian
valleys on the south of the Monte Rosa range, and
the Eiger Joch connects the Wengern Alp with the
Rhone Valley by the Aletsch Glacier.

The papers of Messrs. Mathews and Tuckett on
the Graian Alps give, it is believed, a tolerably com-
plete account of that little known district, and correct
some important topographical errors in its received
geography. Mr. Mathews has accomplished the de-
struction of a mountain, which has existed (in maps
only) for about fifty years. Mont Iseran, a name
which on the Sardinian maps has hitherto repre-
sented the culminating point of the Tarentaise, must
be expunged from all maps, since its non-existence
as a mountain peak is now completely proved.

A short notice 1s given of the various instruments
used in the practice of Hypsometry, and of the me-
_thods adopted in carrying out this important branch
of natural philosophy, and the result of some slight
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observations upon Glacial Dirt Bands, and the
unequal distribution of Ozone, is offered more by
way of suggestion to future observers than as an
explanation of the subject.

The work concludes with a Table of Heights,
which has been compiled with great care, and, it is
believed, with tolerable accuracy. So far as it
extends, this Table, it is hoped, will be found a more
complete list than is elsewhere to be met with of
the principal Swiss and Pyrenean ¢ Peaks, Passes, and
Glaciers.”

The Maps have been taken from existing authorities
as far as possible ; but where these are erroneous,
the necessary corrections have been introduced from
observations made by the traveller. They have
been engraved by Mr. Edward Weller.

The illustrations are principally from sketches
made by the writers themselves, and, when desirable,
the routes are indicated by dotted lines. Fifty-three
have been engraved under the superintendence of
Mr. Edward Whymper, and three under that of Mr.
George Pearson.

E. S. KENNEDY.

MAIDENHEAD : April 1862,
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